
TEXTILE EXPLORATION
GLUE BATIK
SUMMARY
Participants will learn batik-making by using blue gel glue instead of wax as the dye-resist.

SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT
  

SOCIAL JUSTICE ARTIST
Favianna Rodriguez | www.favianna.com

 

VOCAB
Batik:   wax-resist process for making designs on fabric that originated in Indonesia
Wax:   a yellowish sticky substance made by bees used for original batik
Dye-Resist:  a method used to “resist” or prevent the dye from reaching the cloth

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION

A social justice activist based in Oakland, 
California, Favianna uses her art to address 
migration, economic inequality, gender justice, 
sexual freedom and ecology. Her popular image 
titled “Migration is Beatiful” highlights the beautiful 
stories of who we are as humans, the dignity and 
resilience of migrants and the right that all living 
beings have to move freely.

Monarch butterfly migration: Monarchs make a 
3,000 mile journey each year between Canada 
and Mexico.  Unfortunately, monarch butterfly 
numbers are in decline. Climate change and 
habitat alteration have impacted the survival of 
monarch butterflies. 

Monarch butterfly symbol of immigration: As a 
symbol of the immigration rights movement, the 
monarch butterfly’s image humanizes 
undocumented individuals living in the United 
States. It represents freedom and the beauty of 
migration.

Creating batik butterflies with fabric paint on 
fabric squares that can be sewn together and 
displayed as a quilt or displayed individually.

Age Range: 6 + 

https://favianna.com/


MATERIALS
For 12 participants

 Supplies

Fabric paint   Amazon   $21.99

Vendor Aprox. Cost

Aprox. Project Cost $124.24

Plastic containers  Amazon   $13.16

Foam Brushes   Amazon   $7.50

Wax paper   Amazon   $9.13

100% cotton napkins  Amazon   $22.99
Washable Blue Glue  Amazon   $13.50

Tub    Home Depot  $5.75

Pencils    Amazon   $4.78

Trays    Amazon   $22.95

https://www.amazon.com/Tulip-Soft-Fabric-Paint-Kits/product-reviews/B00DV930EA/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_show_all_btm?ie=UTF8&reviewerType=all_reviews
https://www.amazon.com/Deli-Storage-Containers-Ounce-Count/dp/B005SX9Y4C/ref=sr_1_7?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1550698187&sr=1-7&keywords=plastic+containers
https://www.amazon.com/Loew-Cornell-842-25-Piece-Brush-1-Inch/dp/B000W5IACS/ref=sr_1_12?keywords=foam+brushes&qid=1551150903&refinements=p_85%3A2470955011&rnid=2470954011&rps=1&s=gateway&sr=8-12
https://www.amazon.com/Reynolds-Wrap-Cut-Rite-Wax-Paper/dp/B00MUECG38/ref=sr_1_9?keywords=wax+paper&qid=1551147282&refinements=p_85%3A2470955011&rnid=2470954011&rps=1&s=gateway&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.com/DII-Machine-Washable-Everyday-16-Inch/dp/B00T5M9L2M/ref=sr_1_15?ie=UTF8&qid=1550694990&sr=8-15&keywords=white+cotton+napkins
https://www.amazon.com/Elmers-Liquid-School-Washable-Ounces/dp/B01MUWMRYU/ref=sr_1_15?ie=UTF8&qid=1550695244&sr=8-15&keywords=washable%2Bno%2Brun%2Bschool%2Bgel%2Bbulk&th=1
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Medium-Mixing-Tub-26100/301943161
https://www.amazon.com/School-Smart-Pre-Sharpened-Pencils-Latex-Free/dp/B003U6SIVE/ref=sr_1_29_sspa?keywords=pencils+12pk&qid=1551147180&refinements=p_85%3A2470955011&rnid=2470954011&rps=1&s=gateway&sr=8-29-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Star-Foodservice-24333-13-5-Inch/dp/B009NVCM4E/ref=sr_1_9?s=kitchen&dd=XI1JTbd1cS9e6I15AiV-fw%2C%2C&ddc_refnmnt=pfod&ie=UTF8&qid=1550696120&sr=1-9&keywords=cafeteria%2Btray&refinements=p_97%3A11292772011&th=1


Step 2:  Paint the design using the brushes. 
Go over all the glue lines. When finished 
painting, let dry completely for a few hours.

INSTRUCTIONS
Drawing with Glue

 Step 1: Cut wax paper to fit in the tray and place 
it on the tray. Place the fabric on top of the wax 
paper. Draw a butterfly with a pencil. Some 
participants might want to sketch on copy 
paper first. 

Adding color with Fabric Paint

Step 2:  Trace the line drawing with the glue 
bottle. Let dry completely for 12 hrs or overnight.

Step 1: Water down the fabric paint by pouring it 
in plastic containers and mixing it with water.
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INSTRUCTIONS
Rinsing Fabric

IMAGE CREDITS

NOTES

Step 1: Soak painted fabric in a warm (almost hot) water bath in a tub between 15-30min. 
Scrub with fingernails and when the glue is all o� the fabric, wring it out and hang to dry 
(you can use a hair dryer to speed up the process).

BabbleDabbleDo.com/glue-batik
inspirationmadesimple.com
thatartistwoman.org

You can substitute watered down acrylic paint if needed

You can use any kind of 100% cotton fabric depending on the finished look that you want

Read fabric paint instructions

Iron fabric after it’s dry to add a final finishing touch!

Keep designs simple (glue might spread as it dries out)

Write participant’s name on the napkin tag



INSTRUCTIONS
Butterfly images

Some kids might not want to draw a buttefly from scratch. Below is an example of a 
butterfly that can be traced with light cotton fabric or used as reference from 
www.cool2bkids.com. More images can be found online.




